SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 08 AUGUST 2004 


You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio 
League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news 
bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in 
Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English. 


This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za, 
on packet bulletin boards and on echolink form ZS6FCS. 


In the news today 

SARL MEMBERSHIP 

INTERNATIONAL LIGHTHOUSE WEEKEND 
SASOL TECHNO-X 2004 


Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items. 

Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office which is open on weekdays 
from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and 
all related amateur radio activities. 


SARL NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to 
amateurs on the web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp 
not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. It would be appreciated 
if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English. 


You are listening to ZS6SRL. 
The news follows in detail. 
SARL MEMBERSHIP 


Individuals, who take their hobby seriously, will realise that an integral part 
of Amateur Radio in South Africa is being a SARL member. The League’s 
financial year stretches from July to June of the following year. It is now the 
ideal time to join the SARL or to renew your membership. 


The membership fee is R290-00 p/a for normal members and R230-00 p/a for 
persons older than 65 years of age. To enrol your wife/husband it will amount 
to R100.00 p/a. If you have already done the right thing, please convince your 
radio friends to do the same! This membership fee can be deposited directly 
into the SARL’s Bank Account. The details are: 


Standard Bank, Killarney branch, Johannesburg, Account No: 001682059, 
Branch Code: 007205, Type of Account: Current 


It is also possible to renew your membership via the web at: www.sarl.org.za 


INTERNATIONAL LIGHTHOUSE WEEKEND 


International Lighthouse/Lightship Weekend will be taking place from 00:01 
UTC on Saturday 21st August until 23:59 UTC on Sunday 22nd August. Last 
year around 350 amateur radio stations were established at lighthouses and 
lightships in over 45 countries all around the world. We hope that this year 
clubs across the coast of South Africa will take part in this exciting event. 


What is Lighthouse weekend and how does it work? 


The event is NOT a contest, each station decides how they will operate their 
station regards modes and bands. Participants are not committed to being 
on the air during the entire period - only as much as they can. There are no 
restrictions on antennas or power. We wish operators to enjoy themselves and 
have fun whilst making contact with as many amateur radio stations as possible. 


As available space in many lighthouses is filled to capacity, the activity does not 
have to take place inside the tower itself. Field day type set-up at the light or 
other building next to the light is OK. Permission MUST be obtained from any 
interested parties. 


The event is used to obtain maximum exposure for our hobby. Please invite 
the press and the public and try to underline the obvious parallel between the 
international aspect in lighthouses, lightships and amateur radio. We might 
catch a future radio amateur whilst creating goodwill for the hobby. 


To assist other stations we request that participating stations add ‘LIGHT’, 
‘LGT’, ‘LIGHTHOUSE’ or ‘LIGHTSHIP’ after their call. 


Lighthouses in South Africa are controlled by the National Ports Authority of 
South Africa. They can be contacted on telephone number: (021) 449 5172. For 
more information, visit the SARL web site www.sarl.org.za 


SOUTH AFRICAN LIGHTHOUSES ON THE AIR 


SARL News has received notification that the following Radio Clubs will be 
activating lighthouses along the South African coast. 


The Adventure Radio Club of Cape Town will activate the Cape Columbine 
lighthouse near Paternoster on the West Coast. ZSIARC will be active from 
Friday 20 August to Sunday 22 August. They will make a special effort to 
operate on 160 m with a full-size, horizontal quad loop antenna and hope to 
contact stations all over Southern Africa. 


The Boland Amateur Radio Club will set up a station at the L’Agulhas light- 
house and operate on the HF bands from Friday evening to 14:00 on Sunday 
afternoon. The L’Agulhas lighthouse is the most southerly lighthouse on the 
African continent. 


The Hibiscus Coast ARC will be operating from the lighthouse at Port Shepstone 
and the Port Elizabeth ARS is busy planning their participation. 


ZSI1ARC TO OPERATE FROM THE LATSKY RADIO MUSEUM 


The weekend following the Lighthouse weekend, the Adveture Radio Club will 
operate from the Latsky Radio Museum in Vanrhynsdorp from Friday 27th 
to Sunday 29th August again with the callsign ZSI1ARC. The event takes place 
during the annual regional Meat Festival in nearby Calvinia. George Latsky, the 
museum owner and curator, will be interviewed during a live transmission with 
SSTV images of the proceedings and the museum. The interview will take place 
on Saturday the 28th at 09:00 in the 40 m band and the SSTV transmissions 
will commence after the interview. 


Adventure Radio Club may be contacted on zslarc@qsl.net and the website is 
at www.gqsl.net/zslarc. 


More information will follow next week. 
SARL HAMFEST UPDATE 


We hereby invite hams that would like to sell amateur radio related goods at the 
SARL Hamfest Flea Market to please contact Vee at the NARC on 011 675-2393 
to book a table as soon as possible. Remember the SARL Hamfest takes place 
on Saturday 21 August. 


SASOL TECHNO-X 2004 


From 23 to 28 August 2004, SASOL will be hosting their annual Science and 
Technology faire at Sasolburg. The aim is to expose schoolchildren to science 
and technology in as many practical ways as possible. This is the fourth year 
Techno-X is hosted by SASOL. 


The Sasolburg Amateur Radio Club will once again represent the SARL at this 
event. They will have a special call sign ZS4SRL for this event. Schoolchildren 
will be given the opportunity to speak on air to fellow hams during this week. 
Please support this venture by listening in on the following bands 80 m, 40 m 
(7,074 MHz), 20 m, 6 m, 2m FM and SSB, Packet, WSJT/PSK modes, between 
09:30 and 16:00 every day. QSL cards will be sent to acknowledge those cards 
the Sasolburg ARC receives. 


There is a need for people to operate the stand and station this year. If you have 
the time to come and help us during 23 - 28 August, feel free to contact Riaan, 
ZS4PR, at 083 581 8569. A convenient timetable must be set to see who can 
help where and when. This is a fun way to promote our dynamic hobby. The 
2003 SASOL Techno-X drew some 40 000 (forty thousand) visitors, learners and 
students. The SARL stand on average had between 400 and 1 000 visitations 
per day during the week it is here. We hope to log you at this one! 


NEWS SERVICE TO CLUBS 


The process to send news to clubs and interested members has now been au- 
tomated. This is news in addition to the weekly SARL bulletin. If you would 
like to receive this news, then visit the SARL website at www.sarl.org.za, and 
click on the link “News in English” or “Nuus in Afrikaans” and then to the link 
“Bulletin by e-mail”. Here you can update your information or delete it. You 


can also select to receive only the Sunday bulletin and not the club news or 
to receive both. This service is available to members and non-members of the 
SARL 


The SARL requests the management of clubs to further distribute the informa- 
tion when they receive it. 


CLUB NEWS 


The West Rand Amateur Radio Club will host a boot sale on Saturday 4th 
September at 12:00 CAT. The venue will be the WRARC clubhouse in Kroton 
Street, Weltevredenpark. Please note that due to popular demand the gates 
will open at 12:00. For more information please contact Dave, ZR6AOC, on 083 
449 8991. We are looking forward to seeing you and your friends there. 


Members of the Bloemfontein Radio Amateur Club will be providing commu- 
nications for the 2004 Mountain Trial to be run on Saturday 14 August in the 
Lady Grey, Barkly East and Aliwal North districts. 


At the AGM of the Boland Amateur Radio Club, which was held on 26 June, 
the following members were elected to the committee: 


Chairman/Treasurer: Rassie Erasmus, ZS1YT; Vice Chairman/Secretary: Karl 
Canitz, ZS1KC; Liaison: Henry Chamberlain, ZS1AAZ; Bulletins: René van Zyl, 
ZS1VR; CQ Boland: Johan le Roux, ZU1LR; Web Master: Deon Hydenrych, 
ZS1G; Legal matters: Olivier van Staden, ZS1OLI; The address for BARK is 
PO Box 2105, Dennesig, 7601 and e-mail to ZS1BAK @mailbox.co.za. Visit the 
club website at www.gqsl.net /zslbak/index.htm 


At the AGM of the Cape Town Amateur Radio Centre held on 26 July , the 
new committee was elected as follows: 


Chairman: Dave, ZSIDFR; Secretary/Treasurer: Peter, ZU1PH; Committee: 
Bud, ZS1B, Paul, ZS1BR, Maurice, ZS1ACH, Tony, ZR1T and Shaun, ZR1SO. 


We thank the outgoing committees for a sterling year’s work done, and wish the 
new committees a good year ahead. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Following the excitement of the large sun spot numbers the past two weeks, 
conditions have, as expected, normalised. The sun spot count for Thursday 
was only 31,4. It may decrease more and then stabilise. In addition, due to 
this, DX conditions have been on the low side. There was an inflow of corona 
mass towards earth on 6 and 7 August with improved conditions. The forecast 
for the week is not promising. Sun activity is very low, but of course, it can 
have an upswing at any time. At present, the main activity is centred in the 
north-eastern and south-western sectors of the sun. The average sun spot count 
for August is forecast as 34,9 compared to the 36,3 of July. It was 52,0 during 
January and 61,8 during July 2003. 


SARL HF PHONE CONTEST 


The HF Phone contest was run on Sunday 1 August and was well supported. 
To date the contest committee has received 17 log sheets. The closing date is 
16 August 2004. Log sheets may be e-mailed to zs4bsQnetactive.co.za or posted 
to Dennis Green, PO Box 12104, Brandhof, 9324. 


DIARY OF EVENTS AND REMINDERS 


14 August: Div 6 VHF/UHF Work group meeting; 21 August: Radio Technology 
in Action and Hamfest at the NARC; 21/22 August: International Lighthouse 
Weekend; 29 August SARL HF CW Contest; 4 September: West Rand Amateur 
Club to hold a boot sale; 2 October: Flea Market at the East Rand Radio Club; 
Pay SARL membership fees; Contribute to the fund initiated by the SA Amateur 
Radio Development Trust for the SARL’s IARU membership; Send articles for 
Radio ZS to radiozs@sarl.org.za; 


The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 
815, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban 
145,750 MHz in Pretoria and 438,800 in the Sandton area. A repeat broadcast 
can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 8 215 kHz. 


Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI. 


This then brings us to the end of today’s bulletin, which was compiled by Dennis, 
ZS4BS, and read by ........from...... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave 
listeners and electronic enthusiasts. 


You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us. Also 
many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the ama- 
teurs who relay the bulletins so regularly. 


Goodbye everyone. 


/EX 


